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Columbia Lombard Mobility Plan - Recommendations 

In general, the plan recommends the following:

• Better delineate Columbia Blvd as a freight corridor, improving travel time 

reliability while improving access and safety

• Improve the safety of NE Lombard Street by better managing speeds, 

improving walking/biking facilities, and adding crossings without significantly 

impacting traffic operations.

• Improve north-south connectivity, specifically for those walking and biking, to 

access jobs and recreation opportunities

• Provide low-stress east-west bicycle routes

• Improve travel time predictability
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Columbia Lombard Mobility Plan - Recommendations

Summary of Recommendations for the Columbia Corridor

• Improve lighting and safety through signal upgrades, speed 
reader boards, and raised medians/rumble strips (where possible)

• Add signage approaching/along the corridor to highlight street as 
freight corridor and improve wayfinding

• Improve transit access and amenities (preparing for planned 
expansion of transit service)

• Make improvements to Freight District Streets in the area
• Fill sidewalk gaps
• Add signal at NE Columbia/NE 11th Ave.
• Make near-term safety improvements to NE 33rd Ave/NE 

Columbia Boulevard, and plan for more significant future 
improvements

• Restripe corridor between NE 60th and NE 80th to improve 
freight reliability in advance of future widening

• Further improve MLK Jr. Boulevard/NE Columbia Boulevard
• Increase vertical clearance under UP railroad bridge
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Columbia Lombard Mobility Plan - Recommendations

Summary of Recommendations for the Lombard Corridor

• Add ITS upgrades to Lombard between I-5 and I-205
• Improve lighting 
• Extend ODOT’s lane reconfiguration to Denver Ave. 
• Add additional crossings for people walking and biking and 

upgrade existing signals
• Remove on-street parking between I-5 and NE MLK Boulevard 

and widen centerline
• Improve railroad crossing at NE 11th Ave/Lombard
• Improve safety between NE 11th and NE 60th avenues 

through restriping, access management, and additional signals.
• Improve ramps on/off NE 33rd and NE 42 avenues
• Fill sidewalk gaps
• Improve safety on NE Killingsworth by installing median 

where possible, upgrading signals, and enhancing bike facilities 
• Redesign I-205 ramp
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Columbia Lombard Mobility Plan - Recommendations

Summary of Off-Corridor Recommendations 
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Columbia Lombard Mobility Plan –

Additional Recommendations 
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Columbia Lombard Mobility Plan - Implementation

To better focus work plan and manage expectations, projects 
separated into three categories: “high-readiness,” “medium 
readiness,” or “low readiness”

• Projects in “high-readiness” category most likely to be 
implemented first, as they:
• Address an identified safety need
• Do not need additional project design or refinement
• Can be implemented quickly
• Have a clearly identified source of funding

• Medium-readiness category also address an identified safety 
need, but might need additional development/refinement or 
need to find a suitable funding source
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Columbia Lombard Mobility Plan

• Plan will soon be public for review, comments being 
received through March 31

• PFC can share comments collectively, individually, 
and/or by sub-committee

• Comments will be incorporated, then a revised draft 
will be shared with City Council for comment, 
testimony and adoption in April/May

• Work already underway on several projects in the 
area

Next Steps



NE 47th Ave Roadway Reconstruction (nearly complete)
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N Lombard St
N Columbia Blvd

N Burgard Rd
N Lombard St

N Lombard St

NE Portland Hwy
NE Lombard St

N Columbia Blvd

NE Columbia Pkwy
NE Columbia Blvd

NE Columbia Blvd
NE Columbia Ct

N Columbia Blvd 
(frontage road)
N Johnswood Dr

NE Killingsworth St
NE Lombard St

NE Lombard Pl
NE Lombard Ct

NE Columbia Blvd
NE 92nd Dr

Lombard/Columbia Wayfinding Improvements:
Upcoming Street Name Changes (May 2022)
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NE Columbia/Cully/Alderwood Project (2022 to 2023)
• Required as part of the PDX Airport Futures Plan to manage traffic flows.
• Will construct new traffic signals at Cully & Columbia and Alderwood & Columbia (replaces 

existing temporary signal), with side-by-side left turn lanes to manage transitions.
• Will include full modern detection and signal timing system to efficiently manage traffic 

and prioritize freight movement.
• Includes widening roadway to accommodate future Columbia Blvd widening project in the 

Transportation System Plan.
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NE 42nd Ave Bridge Replacement Project (2022 to 2023)
• Increases vertical clearance over Lombard St (Hwy 30 Bypass), removing 

major over-dimensional barrier identified in Metro Over-Dimensional Study.
• Removes weight restriction on bridge deck, allowing more freight trucks to 

use connection between Columbia and Lombard.
• Provides a seismically-safe bridge over a designated Emergency 

Transportation Route, improving system resiliency.
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NE 42nd Ave Bridge Replacement Project (2022 to 2023)
• Increases vertical clearance over Lombard St (Hwy 30 Bypass) to 17’11”, removing 

major over-dimensional barrier identified in Metro Over-Dimensional Study.
• Removes weight restriction on bridge deck, allowing more freight trucks to use 

connection between Columbia and Lombard.
• Provides a seismically-safe bridge over a designated Emergency Transportation 

Route, improving system resiliency.
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Over-Dimensional Freight Movement Pattern Changes

• Currently, all over-height vehicles traveling east-west on Hwy 30 Bypass must detour to NE 
Columbia Blvd via NE Lombard Place, and then back to Hwy 30 Bypass via NE Columbia 
Parkway, to avoid the low-height 42nd Ave Bridge.

Low-height (15’10”)
42nd Ave Bridge

Skewed at-grade
railroad crossing

Detour to Columbia 
Blvd to avoid height 

restriction at 42nd Ave
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Over-Dimensional Freight Movement Pattern Changes

• After upcoming replacement of 42nd Ave Bridge, over-height loads will be able to stay on 
Hwy 30 Bypass rather than detouring to Columbia Blvd over an at-grade railroad crossing.

• This will allow us to close NE Lombard Place just east of skewed railroad crossing and 
improve NE 11th Ave to be the main connection over the Kenton Line Railroad, significantly  
improving traffic, freight, and railroad safety and operations.

New high-clearance (17’11”)
42nd Ave Bridge

New route is more 
direct, fewer signals, 
fewer turns, avoids 

railroad crossing
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NE 42nd Ave Bridge Replacement Project

• Provides wider travel lanes and fully separated pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities on the bridge deck and approaches.
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NE 42nd Ave Bridge Replacement Project

• Provides space for a separated bike lane space on Lombard St underneath, 
rather than current bike lane “drop” that requires bikes to merge into the 
high-speed travel lane.

25



11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project

(currently under development)
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11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project

Skewed at-grade
railroad crossing 
with all-way stop

Stop sign set back 
very far from 
intersection

Stop sign very close to 11th & 
Lombard traffic signal leads to 
disregard and trucks blocking 

Lombard

Sub-standard 
roadway (poor 
pavement, no 

curbs or sidewalks

Non-standard slip 
lane design with 

extreme skew

Large painted triangle 
encourages improper 

driving behavior

Difficult “s-curve” 
for primary truck 

movement
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11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project
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11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project
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11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project

• All-way Stop control was added in 2017 through a Railroad Crossing Order as an 
interim safety measure until a better solution could be developed.
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11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project

Sub-standard 
roadway (poor 
pavement, no 

curbs or sidewalks

Skewed-angle 
intersection creates 

visibility issues

Humane Society 
driveway offset from 
11th Ave intersection

No pedestrian crossing 
to Humane Society

No signal to manage 
traffic to and from 
railroad crossing
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11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project
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11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project

Side streets in very 
poor condition
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11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project
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11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project

• PBOT has worked with Kittelson, Associates to develop project to roughly 15% 
concept design level, to inform decisions on how to proceed with project.
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11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project
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11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project

Closure of Lombard Place 
and removal of stop signs 

supported by Portland Fire 
Bureau and ODOT Rail as a 
solution to safety concerns

Can be designed 
to accommodate 

a Quiet Zone

Full signal 
upgrade, with 
new railroad 
interconnect

Standard slip 
lane design

Pavement reconstruction 
with curbs and multi-use 

paths on both sides

Lombard Place becomes local 
access road serving adjacent 

properties from east
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Over-Dimensional Freight Movement Pattern Changes

• Currently, all over-height vehicles traveling east-west on Hwy 30 Bypass must detour to NE 
Columbia Blvd via NE Lombard Place, and then back to Hwy 30 Bypass via NE Columbia 
Parkway, to avoid the low-height 42nd Ave Bridge.

Low-height (15’10”)
42nd Ave Bridge

Skewed at-grade
railroad crossing

Detour to Columbia 
Blvd to avoid height 

restriction at 42nd Ave
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Over-Dimensional Freight Movement Pattern Changes

• After upcoming replacement of 42nd Ave Bridge, over-height loads will be able to stay on 
Hwy 30 Bypass rather than detouring to Columbia Blvd over an at-grade railroad crossing.

• This will allow us to close NE Lombard Place just east of skewed railroad crossing and 
improve NE 11th Ave to be the main connection over the Kenton Line Railroad, significantly  
improving traffic, freight, and railroad safety and operations.

New high-clearance (17’11”)
42nd Ave Bridge

New route is more 
direct, fewer signals, 
fewer turns, avoids 

railroad crossing
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11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project
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11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project

New signal will better 
manage traffic including 
protected left turns from 
Columbia Blvd to 11th Ave

Signalized 
pedestrian crossing 
to Humane Society

Humane Society 
driveway realigned 

to new signal

Corner property where 
acquisition needed is 

also owned by Humane 
Society, who support 

the project

Pavement reconstruction 
with curbs and multi-use 

paths on both sides
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11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project

Potential for BES and LID 
funding for side streets
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11th / Lombard / Columbia 
Railroad Crossing and Roadway Improvement Project

• ODOT Rail has expressed interest in providing STIP funding 
for the railroad and signal elements of the project if PBOT 
agrees to bring the project to 30% design (including 
railroad diagnostic) and deliver the project.

• Potential to leverage BES stormwater funding and Local 
Improvement District to pay for street improvements on 
11th Ave and surrounding area.

• May need additional funding depending on size of ODOT 
Rail, BES, and LID funding compared to total project cost.

• In near-term, we need to identify funding to advance from 
15% to 30% design, including railroad diagnostic with UP, 
to ready project for ODOT Rail funding agreement and 
other leverage opportunities.
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Questions?

Bryan Poole: bryan.poole@portlandoregon.gov

Zef Wagner: zef.wagner@portlandoregon.gov

mailto:bryan.poole@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:zef.wagner@portlandoregon.gov

